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Library Science 


MISSISSIPP! LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The Mississippi Library Association met in annual session October 6-8, 
1949 at the Robert E. Lee Hotel, Jackson. The first session Thursday evening v 
was called to order by the President, Mrs. Augusta Richardson, Alcorn Coun- 
ty Librarian. In introducing Hannis Sanders Smith, the first speaker, Mrs. 
Richardson spoke of the Return of the Native, as Sanders has come back 
to the state after several years’ of war service and the completion of his li- 
brary education at the University of Chicago. Mrs. Richardson also announced 
that he has completed his work on the Mississippi Library survey and has 
recently accepted the position as Hinds County Librarian. 


> 
) 


Mr. Smith welcomed those present and spoke of the pleasure of seeing 
many old and new faces in the audience. He said a good many changes have 
taken place in his absence and he was surprised to be greeted by an array 
of beer bottles outside the assembly hall (there was a Chamber of Commerce 
meeting also in progress). 


At the conclusion of his welcome Mr. Smith introduced representatives of 
the following exhibitors: A. C. McClurg; Americana; Comptons; Fleming 
Book Bindery; Haygood and England; James Neill North; Jenkins Book Co.; 
John C. Winston; Macmillan; New Method; Silers; World Book; Dixie Book 
Binders’, Jackson. The Association programs were printed through the cour- 
tesy of Mr. Young, Dixie Book Binders. 


Mr. Smith introduced Dr. William D. McCain, Director, Department of 
Archives and History, who spoke on Mississippiana. Dr. McCain brought 
along several thousand dollars worth of documents, letters, papers, and vari- 
ous forms of Mississippi material from his Department. In a most interesting 
manner he spoke of the type of material that he collects about Mississippi 
and by Mississippi authors. He confined his discussion principally to the 
earlier writers and writings, mentioning several outstanding early histories 
such as Natchez, History and Discovery of The Mississippi Valley, By Dr. 
John W. Monette; Claiborne’s History, 1880; History of Mississippi, 1891 by 
Lowrey and McCardle; Biographical and Historical Memoirs, a puff book 
compiled by Goodspeed and Company of Chicago; Dr. Dunbar Roland’s En- 
cyclopedia of Mississippi History, 1907 and also his Mississippi, Heart of The 
South, 1925; Federal Writers’ Project, Mississippi, a Guide to the Magnolia 
State, 1938; Mississippi—A History, by Ethridge and Taylor, 1940. 


Dr. McCain named the following types of material he is interested in 
collecting: School and College Catalogs; Religious material, including ser- 
mons, church histories and minutes; Reminiscences, journals, and diaries; 
State and Local government reports. 


During the social hour following the program the staff of the Jackson 
Public Library served punch and there was opportunity to see the exhibits. 


Friday morning October 7, 9:30 A. M., Mrs. Evelyn Reed, presiding 


Mrs. Reed extended a welcome to those present. She told of the library 
survey that has been in progress in the state for the past few months and 
presented Chancellor J. D. Williams of the University of Mississippi, who 
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spoke of his interest in the survey and introduced the members of the panel 
who spoke in the following order: Mrs. Eunice Eley, Executive Secretary, 
Mississippi Library Commission; Dr. Harald Pedersen from the department 
of Rural Sociology, State College; Mrs. Gretchen Schenk, Survey Director; 
Hannis Sanders Smith, Assistant Survey Director; Dr. Robert B. Highsaw, 
Director, Department of Public Administration, University of Mississippi; 
Mr. J. M. Tubb, State Superintendent of Education. 


Mrs. Eley gave an account of How The Survey Came To Be. She said 
that it was decided that libraries could best be promoted by joint action of 
the several agencies who are interested in education and in libraries as one 
of the means of education. With this in mind Mrs. Eley said that she talked 
with Chancellor Williams, and Sykes Hartin, University Librarian, with Miss 
Manie Berry, School Library Supervisor, and Mr. Tubb regarding the joint 
sponsorship of a library survey for Mississippi. All of these were interested 
and several preliminary meetings were held to discuss just what would be 
desired in the survey and how it might be financed. A representative of the 
yeneral Education Board was asked to meet with committee representatives 
to hear the request for funds to promote the survey. The request was favor- 
ably received and a grant of $7,500 was made by the GEB with the under- 
standing that the three sponsoring agencies were to make equal contribu- 
tions. 


In speaking of the need for the survey Mrs. Eley said that in order to 
plan to bring good library service within the reach of all people in Missis- 
sippi it would be necessary first of all to know the character and type of 
people to be served, the kind of library service that would be possible in 
Mississippi and the type that could be supported. “We also need to plan”, 
she said “where to train librarians, as we must have trained personnel to 
direct an effective library program. We need to know how to finance our 
library program and we must also be able, within the law, to appropriate the 
necessary library support. We should be thinking of what we can do immedi- 
ately toward improving existing library service. There may be long-time 
library programs to be developed for the state but we want to know just 
where to start and how we can make better use of library facilities that we 
now have. We were fortunate in having Dr. Harold Kauffman and Dr. Peder- 
sen from the Rural Sociology Department of State College who are interested 
and who have given able assistance in this study. Dr. Highsaw from, our 
University has given invaluable aid in his study of the financial structure of 
the state. His department will also publish a preliminary and later a fuller 
account of the survey. The preliminary report will be ready for distribution 
about December 1.” 


Dr. Pedersen said that he did not come to speak of “poor Mississippi” 
but that he thinks there is a bright side to the picture. In speaking of the 
population of Mississippi he said that since 1880 there has been a noticeable 
leveling off in the rate of population increase in Mississippi which seems to 
have been stabilized at around two million. Since 1940 there has been a 
decided shift from rural to urban population with an estimated 26 percent 
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decrease in farm population. The southern part of the state has the greatest 
concentration of urban population and is the area of greatest industrial 
development. 


The concentration of population will reduce the per capita cost of library 
service, increase tax resources available to support libraries and, it will be 
necessary to serve rural areas from central units through bookmobiles and 
outlying branches. 


Since 1910 the rate of negro population has decreased while the rate for 
white population has increased. The racial composition necessitates con- 
sideration in types of library material needed. 


There is a high proportion of children and young people among the 
population. 


Dr. Pedersen stressed the fact that raising the reading ability of the 
population would increase library interest. At present the median years of 
school completed by white persons is 8.9 years and by negroes is 4.7 years. 


The library may function as an agency of adult education and help to 
raise the educational level. 


Mrs. Schenk spoke on The Type of Libraries Needed. She said that the 
survey reveals that only 36 per cent of the people of the state have access 
to any local library service and that, though all the people have access to 
the 18,000 volumes in the Library Commission, these can give only supple- 
mentary and limited service to the more than one million people of the 
state. Most of the 63 public libraries in the state have very small book col- 
lections, are poorly housed and weakly supported. Nineteen of these libraries 
have incomes less than $1,000 per year with which to pay salaries, buy books 
and pay operating expenses. It is estimated that a minimum of $6,000 per 
year provides merely a beginning of library service to the smallest areas. 
Only about one-tenth of the people of Mississippi have even this minimum 
type of library service. Only 11 of the 63 public libraries receive more than 
$6,000 per year. Library service in Mississippi is limited largely to serving 
the white people. The library ideal is to have at least two books for every 
person to be served. In Mississippi there is only one-third book per person 
No public library in the state offers its patrons modern audio-visual services. 


In view of the present inadequacy of libraries in the state and of the 
low economic standards, or ability to support libraries, plans for the future 
point to combination of libraries into large areas. This will mean the pooling 
of resources and will result in stronger, better libraries. It will not eliminate 
the small] local library but will give this library a larger and closer source 
of supply. 


Mrs. Schenk unveiled a large map of Mississippi showing the state 
divided into 18 regions with a grouping of counties that might give good 
library service to the entire population. Map shown below. 


Dr. Thelma Eaton, until recently Professor of Library Science at Missis- 
sippi State College for Women. made the study on library education. As 
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Dr. Eaton could not be present to give the report it was made by Sanders 
Smith. The report showed that only eleven public libraries in the state are 
under supervision of professionally trained librarians. Many school and col- 
lege library vacancies exist. Altogether the state needs around 300 more 
trained librarians at present. Where will we get these librarians? Dr. Eaton 
found that several colleges are giving “Courses” in library science but only 
one school, MSCW, offers a major in library science. No state school grants 
a library degree, which is the required training for college librarians and 
for administrators in public libraries. Since MSCW does not have summer 
school and admits only women students, the services of this school as a 
training agency are limited. The report suggested: That an undergraduate 
library school be established at a state—supported school which enrolls both 
men and women and which holds summer sessions; that all schools in the 
state offering library training work together to bring about greater uniform- 
ity in courses offered; that state funds be provided for library scholarships 
to out of state graduate library schools. These scholarships could be granted 
on somewhat the same basis as those given for medical education. These 
small scholarships would cost far less than the establishment of a library 
school and would be a means of securing necessary leadership for an effec- 
tive library program in Mississippi. 


Dr. Highsaw reported on financing the Library. He mentioned the legal 
basis for state, municipal and county library support. Cities may make an 
appropriation out of their general funds and, in addition, may levy a one mill 
tax. Counties may appropriate from the general fund and may also levy a 
one-half mill tax. He said that the state had never appropriated any large 
sums for library support and until the 1948 legislature had made no con- 
tribution to the support of local public libraries. Dr. Highsaw stressed the 
need for more business-like library budgeting and said that as long as li- 
braries continue to report unexpended balances they could not prove the 
need for increased funds. 


In making the report on Library Legislation Mrs. Schenk said that we 
were fortunate in having Mrs. Zelma Price, an attorney, a member of the 
state legislature and an interested library supporter, to make the study on 
legislation. As Mrs. Price could not be present Mrs. Schenk reported the 
following recommendations from Mrs. Price’s study: In order to avoid con- 
fusion with the name of the State Library, the name of the State Library 
Commission should be changed to “Mississippi Library Commission”; the 
governing body should be called “Board of Library Commissioners” instead 
of Library Commission; the membership of this board, which at present con- 
sists of the state librarian, the president of the Mississippi Federation cf 
Women’s Clubs, the President of the Mississippi Library Association and 
two members appointed by the governor, should all be appointive members; 
the three new members replacing the ex-officio members, might be appointed 
by the Governor from a list submitted by the Mississippi Library Association; 
higher educational standards should be established for the position of execu- 
tive secretary of the Library Commission and the term of appointment should 
be for four years instead of for one year; it should be legally permissive to 
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have a seven-member library board for regional libraries; counties and cities 
should be allowed to levy a two mill tax for library support; chapter 204, law 
of 1926, which limited library support to $3,000 should be repealed—This law 
has been superseded by Senate Bill 166, laws of 1938 but its repeal would 
help to clarify legal authority for library support; a suitable library certifica- 
tion law should be enacted which will certify librarians just as teachers, 
doctors, nurses, barbers and cosmetologists are certified; The Library Com- 
mission should be given sufficient support to carry out the function for 
which it was created. 


Sanders Smith reported on his particular phase of the survey—Making 
the Most of What We Have. He said that the library situation in the state 
cannot improve all at once and that it will probably be a long time before 
all of the survey recommendations can be carried out but that it may be 
possible for us to make better use of existing library facilities and we should 
give consideration to methods that will help us get more use from books 
and library materials that we have. He suggested the following steps that 
might bring this about: Cooperative buying; A Union Catalog; inter-library 
loan. By pooling book orders on a large scale, better library discounts could 
be obtained. The Union Catalog, located at some central point, would show 
the location of all books in all parts of the state, thus making them easily 
accessible to all the people. An effective system of loan between libraries 
would eliminate much duplication in book buying and would give better 
service to the public. 


Mr. Tubb gave a summary of the panel discussion, stressing the need 
for better library organization, more books and more trained librarians. Mr. 
Tubb expressed the interest of his department in the survey and said that 
he had great hopes for results of the study and recommendations. 


Following the summary there was a short period for discussion. The 
discussion established the fact that increasing the taxing power of counties 
would not take away the authority of a municipality to give library support. 
In answer to the question of the inequality of library service between town 
and county Dr. Highsaw said the library situation is the same as that of 
health and other services—the people closer by receive the greater services. 
This is another argument for taking the services to the people. 


The Library Commission distributed a mimeographed leaflet giving brief 
survey recommendations and a copy of the budget that the Commission has 
presented for consideration of the 1950 legislature. These leaflets will be 
sent to anyone requesting them. 


The survey report was very clearly and forcefully presented and it 
seems too bad that more library trustees were not present to hear it. 
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Map of the division of Mississippi into 18 library areas or “regions”. 
Factors considered in grouping the counties are: Area, Population, Assessed 
valuation, Possible library support, Trade Areas, Roads. Areas range from 
2051 square miles to 3796 square miles; Population is from 74,271 to 228,709; 
Assessed valuation ranges from $28,000,000 to $53,000,000. Standards for ade- 
quate library support require a minimum of $1.50 per capita. “Possible 
library income” in above areas range from 50 cents to $1.00 and will require 


supplementary state support. 


The grouping of wealthier with less wealthy counties, or of a larger 
number of low-income counties, is the only plan that offers state-wide library 
coverage. 


Boundary lines are not arbitrary and if economic conditions change, or 
if local preference seems to indicate needed changes, these may be made. 


It is not expected that all “regional libraries” will develop immediately 
but it is hoped that at least a few of these areas may soon find it possible 
to begin operation on the regional plan. 


The Mississippi Library Commission request to the 1950 legislature is 
for $320,000 which would aid in the establishment of regional libraries. 
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CITIZENS’ LIBRARY MOVEMENT LUNCHEON 


The Mad Tea Party given by the Citizens’ Library Movement was a party 
at which no one minded combining business with pleasure. Mrs. J. W. 
Hudspeth, as the Mad Hatter, and Miss Sammy Furr, as the White Rabbit, 
cautioned guests to leave their dignity at the door. After the invocation by 
Mrs. Horace Stansel, Miss Elizabeth Wise, president of CLM, welcomed the 
guests. The Red Queen, Mrs. Eunice Eley, made a brief talk, compliment- 
ing library trustees and other interested citizens on their accomplishments 
in library development in the state. Quoting from the Queen she said: 


“Now here it takes all the running you can do to keep 
in the same place. If you want to get some place, you must 
run at least twice as fast as that.” 


In between the Mad Hatter’s remarks and the scheduled speeches, Miss 
Hazel Chisholm played Looking Glass Melodies at the organ. 


In a contest to select the person with the maddest hat, Miss Colie Cov- 
ington, of Hazlehurst, won first place. Miss Sammy Furr presented her with 
an original sketch of her prize-winning hat. 


Mrs. Thomas L. Bailey, State Tax Collector, gave a very interesting talk 
on “An Idea Whose Time Has Come”. Mrs. Bailey, former librarian of the 
Meridian Public Library, spoke of the small amount of money being spent 
in the state for libraries compared with that spent in the state for liquor, 
as shown by the enormous liquor tax collected. 


The business session opened with the presentation of the constitution 
by Mrs. Percy Howard of DeSoto County. After the adoption of the consti- 
tution the following officers were elected: 


Chairman..... ; eaten .....-.-Lilly May Galyean, Corinth 
Vice-Chairman............................ Mrs. J. W. Hudspeth, Cockrum 
Treasurer... ...-.-+..-....Mrs. Cliff Thomas, Crystal Springs 
Recording Secretary.............. Mrs. M. L. Turnage, Yazoo City 
Corresponding Secretary................ Elizabeth Wise, Hazlehurst 
Ce sececceseeee-seeeeeeee Mrs. V. R. Lackey, Forest 
NII sssctiieas ices chdischictpaaiasiadeial Mrs. Horace Stansel, Ruleville 
Art Chairman...................Miss Sammie Furr, Crystal Springs 


BUSINESS SESSION—Friday, 2:00 P.M. 
Mrs. Richardson, presiding 


A motion was made and carried that reading of the minutes be dispensed 
with. Reports from all standing committees had previously been mimeo- 
graphed and sent to each member of the Association. The report made by 


the Standards and Planning Committee, Anona Jenkins Chairman, was dis- 


cussed and it was decided to accept the recommendations of this committee 








LIBRARY NEWS 11 





that the Mississippi Library Survey report and recommendations be adopted 
as the goal of the Association. The first motion proposed making this a ten 
year goal but the time limit was eliminated on the final vote, as it was 
decided that the Survey recommendations need not wait ten years to be put 
into practice. Miss Jenkins made an additional recommendation that the 
MLA schedule a series of meetings throughout the state when the survey 
report could be presented to library trustees and other friends of libraries. 
These would be regional meetings in which all members of The Association 
might hear the reports and take steps toward some action. The idea was 
expressed that the Survey findings would be valuable only as they were 
understood and promoted by all librarians, trustees and other interested 
citizens. It is important that this information be taken to the people as soon 
as possible as many of the recommendations will require legislative action. 


The legislative committee report, Jeanne Broach, Chairman, was dis- 
cussed. The committee recommended that the proposed budget of the Li- 
brary Commission be accepted and promoted by The Association. This was 
adopted. All other committee reports were adopted. Mrs. Gertrude Rowzee 
presented the report of the committee to revise the constitution. The con- 
stitution was adopted with the recommended changes. Sanders Smith pre- 
sented the report for the committee on an MLA Manuel, setting up duties of 
officers and committees. This report was accepted. The Resolutions Com- 
mittee report read by Miss Ada Holliday was accepted. Mrs. Horace Stansel 
made the report on Trustees Award. This report was the joint action of the 
MLA and CLM Trustees Award Committees, composed of Mrs. Stansel, 
Lucile Peacock, Evelyn Reed, Anona Jenkins and Bethany Swearingen. The 
recommendation was unanimously accepted by the Association. Details of 
the report are given under Awards and Citations. 


Officers elected for the next two years are: 


Mr. Donald Thompson sialic President 
Miss Anona Jenkins. kas ..Vice President 


BR, TD TR sccstictecticcinsensiisensinsctanomnsi -Secretary-Treasurer 


The secretary reported that for the present year there are 233 individual 
members and 21 institutional members. 


The place of the next meeting was discussed. An invitation from Biloxi 
was read. After discussion, it was decided that the Executive Board would 
select the next meeting place after other possible invitations were received 
and all duly considered. 


Before retiring from office Mrs. Richardson expressed appreciation for 
the cooperation she has received from the membership during her term as 
president. 


Upon motion of Sanders Smith the Association gave Mrs. Richardson a 
rising vote of thanks for her services and fine leadership during the past 
two years. 
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BOOK DINNER—Friday evening, Mrs. Gertrude Rowzee, presiding 
Speaker, Hal Phillips, Director Creative Writing, 
Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas 


Mrs. Rowzee presented Miss Ruth Boyd, English instructor at Hinds 
Junior College, Raymond, and former teacher of the speaker for the evening. 
Miss Boyd told of the brilliant work of Mr. Phillips as a student and a writer. 
She predicted a successful future for him and spoke of the pride of all 
Mississippians in his phenominal success with his latest novel—The Bitter- 
weed Path, to be published soon. 


Mr. Phillips spoke on The New Revival. He began his address by re- 
counting stories of critics who have been busy “pointing out the barren spot 
which the state of Mississippi left in the American literary scene”, “But”, 
he said, “It is my opinion that long after their ashes are reposing in some 
mausoleum and their works shelved with the same impunity, people will 
still be reading William Faulkner, Eudora Welty, Tennessee Williams and 
other Mississippi authors”’. 


In speaking of the causes of the present literary Revival in Mississippi, 
the speaker mentioned: An intense pride in the home country and a faith 
in its ability to find a solution to its problems; “regional images’”—the same 
forces prompt all Mississippi writers; the fact that we are a “disordered 
society”—not at peace with one another; the war, which developed, in the 
South, a sense of tragedy. This sense of tragedy has produced great fiction. 


Mr. Phillips concluded his most interesting talks thus— 


“I believe that the South, that Mississippi, is coming into its own— 
economically as well as fictionally. If we are, perhaps it is because we have 
learned, somehow, somewhere, the meaning of an ancient Chinese saying: 
“It is better to light one small candle than to curse the darkness”. 


The three following reports cover the section meetings held on Saturday 
morning, October 8. 


COLLEGE LIBRARIES SECTION 


Report by Hannis Sanders Smith 


The College Libraries section devoted its attention Saturday morning 
to the implications of the Survey findings for college libraries. Sykes Hartin 
presided and Sanders Smith presented some of the special items of the 
survey’s recommendations which would be of particular interest to college 
librarians. 


The two most interesting topics were the proposed union catalog and a 
proposed union file of newspapers on microfilm. The latter was commented 
on at some length by the two leaders and by Don Tompson. 


The interest of Junior college libraries was felt to be more important to 
the regional development than perhaps the senior college, although such a 
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development would naturally influence the type of library user eventually 
to be found in all higher schools. The junior college libraries were felt to 
have a more vital interest in the regional development, since the possibilities 
of their cooperation and mutual interest in the region would be greater, and 
their levels of service more nearly similar. 


An additional, and very important, implication was found in the impor- 
tance of the college library in recruiting new people to the library profession. 
The guidance of young college students into considering library work as a 
lifetime occupation was felt to be a great opportunity for college librarians 
since they come into contact with many student assistants, and since young 
people most often do not decide on their future careers until after they have 
completed the early portions of their college training. 


SCHOOL LIBRARY SECTION 


Reported by Jennie Beth Clark, School Librarian, Columbia 


Barbara Chalfant, Biloxi School Librarian, was chairman of the pro- 
gram. 


The keynote of the meeting might well have been, “We miss Manie 
Berry”, state supervisor of high school libraries, who because of illness, was 
forced to be absent and in whose honor resolutions of appreciation were 
passed. 


Participating on the program were the following speakers: 


(1) Annette Wilder of Mississippi Southern Demonstration School, as 
chairman of the committee to gather information on Mississippi authors, 
submitted her plan of presenting only Mississippi writers of the Twentieth 
century. Of special interest is the fact that books suitable for high school 
students are to be starred. 


(2) Eunice Eley of the Mississippi Library Commission, described 
briefly the recent survey of libraries in Mississippi, putting special emphasis 
on phases of the report pertinent to high school libraries. Mrs. Eley urged 
school librarians to avail themselves of the book lending services of the 
Library Commission. 


(3) Martha Lagrone Lang, librarian Jackson Central High, called atten 
tion to new books that would serve profitably as interesting professional 
reading. 


(4) Martha Harleston, school librarian, Hazlehurst, urged librarians to 
know their students so that prospective readers could be directed to books 
that would more nearly fit their inerests and needs. 


(5) Mary Jo Finger, school librarian, Clarksdale, an artist at employ- 
ing the services of student assistants and in giving them service in return, 
reported on the survey she had made of the utilization and handling of stu- 
dent assistants in representative Mississippi schools. 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY SECTION 
Reported by Elenora Gralow 


Maria Person, Gulfport-Harrison County Librarian, was Chairman of the 
meeting. 


The program was devoted largely to a discussion of bookmobile standard- 
ization in an effort to gather information requested by the American Library 
Association regarding specifications and equipment librarians find most 
satisfactory for bookmobiles. The ALA is interested in working out stand- 
ards in order to reduce cost, speed delivery, and save time in securing book- 
mobiles. 


Discussion was confined to the type of bookmobile (3/4 or 1 ton inside 
service truck) best suited for use in our state. There was a general dis- 
cussion among librarians who are using bookmobiles concerning items such 
as width, height, doors, windows, insulation, lighting, heating, steps, wind- 
shield wipers, ventilation, location of charging desk, floor covering, shelves, 
and storage compartments. It was agreed that if standards could be adopted 
for these items automobile builders might become more interested in con- 
structing bookmobiles which could be built on an assembly line instead of 
each requiring special construction. It was also agreed that the librarians 
would not like to be limited as to the color. They would prefer to have both 
inside and outside paint jobs according to their individual preference. 


Blue prints and specifications of various types of bookmobiles were on 
display. It was agreed that before any library goes into the purchase of a 
bookmobile they should have expert advice and consultation with those who 
are operating bookmobiles in order not to make some of the mistakes that 
have already been made in the purchase of these machines. 


At the conclusion of the program Mrs. Eley spent a few minutes in 
discussing the Library Commission budget request to the 1950 legislature. 
She said that since each person present had a copy of the leaflet distributed 
on the previous day, which itemized the budget, she would not discuss each 
item but that she wished to stress the fact that some library laws need to be 
changed at the next legislature. Funds requested are very much needed but 
the change in legislation is equally as necessary. She urged those present to 
make a careful study of the legal changes recommended by the survey re- 
port and to inform their legislators of these needed changes. These changes 
do not cost money but are just as important as securing an adequate appro- 
priation. 


Total registration for the Association was 112. 


Many members expressed the opinion that this was one of the best 
Association meetings ever held. The programs were well planned and were 
of vital interest to the cause of libraries in the state. 
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AWARDS AND CITATIONS 


For the first time, the Mississippi Library Association has established 
a system for recognizing meritorious service among its membership and the 
Citizens and Trustees have set up a Library Trustees’ Award. 


The MLA Citations and Awards Committee: Zaidee Neild, Vicksburg; 
Miss Elizabeth Robinson, State College; Sanders Smith, Raymond. Miss 
Neild read the following standards established by the committee: It is the 
purpose of this Committee to make recommendations at such periods as 
may be deemed appropriate for citation for meritorious service rendered by 
librarians in Mississippi. Judgment for making the citation shall be based 
on: 


1. Professional contributions to librarianship in the state 


a. Library promotion resulting in permanent library improvement 
in some type of library development. 
Contributions to professional literature. 

c. Outstanding service in an individual library unit. 

d. Far-reaching influence of contribution made. 

e. Outstanding effort in recruiting new personnel into the pro- 
fession. 


The committee recommends that an Honorary Life Membership be given 
to the librarian cited and any other award made as may be decided upon by 
the Association. After reading the committee report Miss Neild called on 
Miss Elizabeth Robinson to make the award. 


Miss Robinson stated that the committee had seleced as the recipient 
of the first award, Mr. Whitman Davis, Librarian, University of Mississippi 
She made the following presentation: 


On behalf of the Mississippi Library Association, and to receive its first 
citation, I have the honor to present the name of Mr. Whitman Davis: 


For his long devotion to the welfare of libraries in Mississippi. 

For his initiative in the organization of the Mississippi Library 
Association in 1909, as well as his efforts toward the establish- 
ment of the Mississippi Library Commission in 1926, and his 
leadership for many years as president of both groups. 

For his distinguished service as librarian of Mississippi State Col- 
lege and the University of Mississippi. 

For his efforts during war years to provide books and library serv- 
ices for the armed forces. 

For his championship of library interests that have helped give 
Mississippi a distinctive place among the states of the South. 

For his encouragement and friendship to all librarians. 


I have the further honor to present to Mr. Davis Life Membership in 
the Mississippi Library Association, and these volumes of Douglas Southall 
Freeman’s George Washington, in token of our affection and esteem. 











LIBRARY NEWS 





Mr. Davis accepted the gift and expressed appreciation for the honor 
given him by the Association. 


Mrs. Horace Stansel reported for the Awards Committees of the MLA 
and CLM, naming Mrs. Helen Foster, Chairman of the Lee County Library 
Board of Trustees, in this first recognition of an outstanding library trustee. 
Mrs. Foster has given untiring service for many years on her local library 
board. Her courage and vision have resulted in the establishment of one of 
the best and most promising county libraries in the state. She has not only 
given leadership in her own county but has worked for a strong state-wide 
system of libraries through legislative support. All of this in view of ill 
health adds up to supreme devotion to the cause of libraries. 





MRS. HELEN FOSTER, Winner of Library Trustee’s Award 


Library News regrets not being able to obtain a picture of Mr. Whitman 
Davis, Winner of the Librarian’s Award. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION SOLICITS MEMBERSHIP 


The Mississippi Library Association invites all librarians, library trus- 
tees, members of the Citizens’ Library movement and others interested in 
library development in Mississippi to join the Association and work with 
others who are promoting better libraries. There is strength in numbers and 
the Association needs a larger, stronger group. The small amount of dues 
should make it possible for all interested persons to join and add their in- 
fluence to a good cause. Dues cover the period of the calendar year—Jan- 
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uary through December. From now until the first of the year dues will be 
payable for 1950. Annual individual dues are $1.00. Institutional dues are 
$2.50. Dues may be sent to the treasurer—Mrs. Evelyn Reed, Hernando. 
Members of the Association will be put on the mailing list for Library News 
and will become a part of the one group organized to work for better libraries. 


Don Thompson, New Member of Library Commission. 


The Library Commission welcomes Mr. Don Thompson, Librarian of 
State College who becomes an ex-officio member of the Commission upon 
his election as President of the Mississippi Library Association. 


The services of Mrs. Augusta Richardson for the past two years have 
been invaluable and her understanding of public and county library needs 
have greatly aided the progress of the Commission. 


MISSISSIPPI SECTION, SOUTHEASTERN LIBRARY SURVEY, 
AVAILABLE 


Libraries in Mississippi: A Report of a Survey of Library Facilities 
1946-47, compiled in connection with Southeastern States Co-operative Li- 
brary Survey, has been printed, financed jointly by the Mississippi Library 
Association and the Mississippi Library Commission. Mrs. Augusta Richard- 
son, editor and chairman of the State Survey Committee, has placed the 
reports at the Library Commission and all those in the state who made 
contributions to the survey may have a free copy on request. Copies are 
available out of the state at $1.00 each. 


MISSISSIPPI LIBRARIES AND LIBRARIANS MAKE NEWS 


Attention is called to the September, 1949 issue of Wilson Library 
Bulletin. The section for Extension Librarians, edited by Gretchen Knief 
Schenk, p. 81, carries articles about the Pontotoc County Library “Harvest 
Festival” and about the Alcorn County bookmobile dedication. This section 
is worth watching for activities among rural, state, county and regional 
libraries. 


What's your Political I. Q.? By Hannis Sanders Smith appears in Li- 
brary Journal October 1, 1949. Don’t miss it. The sum and substance of the 
article is expressed in the subtitle, “Librarians shouldn't, of course, ‘play 
politics’ but sometimes that’s the only way to get results”. 


These Neophytes Saw the Future By Thelma Eaton, 


The above article in Library Journal October 15, 1949 concerns library 
training at Mississippi State College for Women, giving accounts of field 
trips made by Dr. Eaton and the Class. 


Publications worth Noting: 
A Directory of Mississippi Municipalities, Municipal Study Series, No. 


10, has been issued by the Bureau of Public Administration, University of 
Mississippi, University, Mississippi. Libraries will find this a very useful 
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source of information concerning cities, towns and villages in this state— 
their form of government and current governing boards. 


The Americana Corporation, 2 West 45th Street, New York 19, N. Y., 
publishers of The Americana Encyclopedia, has printed the section on Li- 
braries in a separate paper-bound brochure which sells for $1.00. This his- 
tory of libraries around the world, with many illustrations, furnishes an 
inexpensive source of information on the subject. 


BOOKS FOR A NEW COUNTRYSIDE 


In the June, 1949 issue of Think, published monthly by International 
Business Machines, Incorporated, New York, Robert West Howard has writ- 
ten an article with the above title. Mr. Howard speaks of the farmhouse of 
125 years ago as the “heart place of American culture” and says, “it was an 
age of big dreams and midnight reading”. “Again in 1949”, he continues, 
“the 60,000,000 people of rural America are staying up late to read books. 
And, as in the 1820s, this departure from the ‘early to bed’ tradition denotes 
a period of pioneer change. Its buds are swelling in a dozen regions of our 
transcontinental 2,000,000,000-acre farm. I have seen them in Ohio, Missis- 
sippi, Alabama, Kansas, upstate New York and New England during recent 
months. They denote, in the opinion of experts, a rural adjustment to the 
complexities of technologized living and the evolution of a new way of life 
that will enable the caretakers of our lands and forests to meet the social 
and economic problems thrust upon them by world conditions. In the Mag- 
nolia State, new bookmobiles of the Mississippi Library Commission are 
helping to fill the demand for reading matter that ‘tells us better ways to 
live’. A typical report from Copiah County, in the farm country south of 
Jackson, states, ‘The bookmobile left fifty books for eighty pupils. Within 
a month, the books were checked out 586 times’.” 


The article continues with a description of many examples of “the rural 
swing toward book reading” throughout the country. The one picture in the 
article is of the Mississippi Library Commission bookmobile with the cap- 
tion: Mississippi bookmobile, sign of a changing rural America. 


ANOTHER BOOKMOBILE TRIP 


By Elenora Gralow, Extension Librarian, Mississippi Library Commission 
Forrest-Scott County 


Mrs. Don Wilkins, Scott County, librarian, reports that the library will 
receive about $500 more this year from the county, and they are going to 
ask more from the town. Mrs. Wiikins and Mrs. Cain are doing a fine job 
in the library. We salute them. 


In Newton, Mrs. Watts, the librarian, told us the one mill tax from the 
city will bring in about $1,800 this year, also that the library now has an 
assistant librarian, Mrs. L. G. McNair. While Mrs. Watts, Mrs. Allen, and 
I were standing out by the bookmobile we saw a farmer having trouble with 
his team. He displayed the utmost patience and serenity. He didn’t pull, 





> 
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strike or scream at the animals. I admired his restraint and commented that 
it takes a lot of patience to work with animals. Mrs. Watts said, “People 
too!” How true! 


On the way to Meridian we stopped to admire a sign put up by the 
Meridian Public Library advertising a Bookmobile stop of the county book- 
mobile. The sign was attractive and contained a schedule of the bookmobile 
stops for the next three months. What an excellent idea! In Meridian 
Jeanne Broach showed us over her recently redecorated and remodeled 
library. The renovation has been so complete, and so beautifully done that 
we could not believe it was the same building of last fall. We believe that 
with all the face lifting going on in Mississippi libraries we will soon be so 
pretty that the world will start beating a path to our door. Of course, with 
the Mississippi Library Survey just completed we plan to be more than just 
pretty. 


In Quitman we talked with Mrs. Cora Brewer, the Librarian, and the 
people who came to meet the bookmobile. Mrs. Brewer is giving yeoman 
service in regard to the Clarke County Library. 


Our next stop was Macon. Mrs. Ada Fant, the librarian, met us with 
good news. She said the town had put on the 3/4 mill levy for the library 
and also that now she was going to have an assistant. 


In Columbus Mrs. Dwyer was full of pep over her trip to the Library 
Association Convention in Jackson. Since this was Mrs. Allen’s first visit 
to the Evans Memorial Library, in Aberdeen Miss Peacock brought out some 
of her historic treasurers to show us. I was especially interested in the 
newspaper printed on wallpaper in Vicksburg during the seige. 


In Okolona Mrs. Elliott had the library all lighted waiting for us. We 
were late. She reported that the Board of Supervisors granted money to 
enable the library to receive bookmobile service again this year. 


In Booneville even the rain did not dampen the enthusiasm of the people 
over their first bookmobile stop. Last year their library did not qualify for 
bookmobile service as it had no public support and was maintained entirely 
by the Woman’s Club. This club has worked many years for a better library 
and now they are beginning to be rewarded. Not only will they have the 
regular visits of the bookmobile but they will have a new location on the 
first floor in the American Legion building. 


Stopped in Tupelo to say hello to Mary Moore Mitchell. Imagine our 
surprise and delight on arriving just in time to see the new Lee County book- 
mobile. Such excitement you never saw! Mrs. Foster was telephoned and 
came quickly and all members of the staff deserted the library while we all 
inspected and asked questions. The bookmobile is a one and one-half ton 
International truck with special built body by Gertsenslager of Wooster, 
Ohio. This beautiful new machine looked very impressive parked beside the 
old battered up bookmobile that has been in use since WPA days. Lee Coun- 
ty is to be congratulated on this step forward. 
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In West Point we found Lucile Miller putting up an Art exhibit in the 
Library. Since an assistant has been added to the staff Lucile is able to put 
more of her ideas into practice and the library is certainly growing. 


Miss Mena Blumenfield, Chairman of the Library Board, and Mrs. McKay, 
librarian, met the bookmobile in Starkville. The good news here is the 
possibility of a new location for the library. The present quarters in the 
Court House are badly crowded and inadequate. 


In Louisville we talked with Mrs. McGraw about her plans for book week 
and about increased Library support. 


In Philadelphia Mrs. Edwards told us of the four new library stations 


started out in the county. 


At every place visited we were pleased to leave books to supplement 
those owned by the library and wished that we could have all the books that 
libraries need to serve their patrons. 


We drove back to Jackson with a feeling of satisfaction and hope in the 


future of libraries in Mississippi. 
STATE NEWS 


Good news comes from the Leflore County Library. A legal library board 
has been appointed which operates under the state law (Senate Bill 166, 
Laws 1938). Members of the board are: Mrs. Norman Brewer, Mrs. D. S. 
Wheatley, W. T. Person, Daniel Kelly, and Alfred Stoner. Dorothy Hayes, 
Librarian, reports that the appropriation for the year beginning October 1 
will be approximately $13,700. These accomplishments show a great deal of 
work on the part of the library staff and library board. Editors in the city 
of Greenwood have been generous in publicity for the library and its needs. 
A fine editoral recently appeared under the caption “Revitalize Interest in 
the Public Library”. Also from Leflore County comes word of the reorgan- 
ization of the Library Board at Itta Bena with Mrs. Bryden B. Pease, Jr., as 
chairman. These are evidences of the growing interest in library develop- 
ment throughout the state. 


The year book of The Twentieth Century Club of Aberdeen is dedicated 
to Lucile Peacock, librarian. Such a tribute shows real appreciation on the 
part of the Club women and fine cooperation from the library. 


Louise McDonald reports that the Hattiesburg Public Library has com- 
pleted a re-registration of borrowers. She says this is the first re-registra- 
tion since the establishment of the library in 1930. 


The Prentiss County Library, Booneville has organized its first Library 
Board with the following members: 


Mrs. J. W. Hollandsworth; Mrs. Taylor Smith; Mrs. Flemma Tucker; 
Mrs. 





Crawford. 
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Miss Maud Turner, Magee Public Library, reports that they anticipate 
the one-mill city levy for the library next year. 


The Canton Public Library is looking forward to a new location. Located 
for many years in the very cramped quarters on the second floor of an office 
building, they now have the prospect of a wing in the Community House 
which will be built. Representatives of the Library Commission recently 
met with the Library Board, architect and representatvies of various civic 


clubs to discuss the arrangement of the part of the building to be assigned 
to the library. 


LIBRARY COMMISSION TO BE MOVED 


The Library Commission, along with other state offices, will soon be 
moved into the State Office Building on West Street. Moving is planned for 
all departments in scheduled order and the Library Commission expects 
to be moved by the last of November. 


Library Commission Biennial Report Printed 


The twelfth Biennial Report of the State Library Commission has been 
printed and is being distributed from the office of the Secretary of State to 
members of the State Legislature. Copies will be available to libraries and 
others who are interested, from The Library Commission. The report carries 
the budget request for the coming biennium 1950-1952. The request is for 
$70,000 for Library Commission support and $320,000 for Library Extension. 
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